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Reflection of the Month: Pope Benedict XVI on the Nature of 
the Church—The Liturgy 

“It seems to me a particular temptation for our very active and rational society to try to 
make the Church accessible by means of commissions and boards and consultations. 
People would like to make her handier and more practical, to some extent make her a 
human construction in which, in the end, some majority or other will decide what we 
should believe or what we cannot believe, and so forth. But we would only distort her by 
doing this, moving her ever farther away from her true self. She would no longer be a 
living thing - and certainly not something divine. If we want to understand the Church 
properly, then we must look at her, l think, above all from the standpoint of her liturgy. 
That is where she is most often herself; that is where she is ever and ever again touched 
and renewed by the Lord. For in the liturgy we must in fact live the Church by starting 
from Holy Scripture, from the sacraments, from the great prayers of Christendom. And 
this is the way that, as Leo the Great says, we can gradually clear away the haze that 
makes the air so thick and the grains of sand that have got in our eyes and can begin to 
see better. 

Then we will see that the Church has far greater depths. That the communion of saints 
belongs to her, the community of all those who have gone before us and, in particular, 
the hidden and simple saints. That she lives in so many believing people, who are 
inwardly bound to Christ, and that her roots above all reach down into Christ himself. 
Christ is the constant power that gives life to this vine and makes it capable of bearing 
fruit. In this sense, the reality of the Church is far greater than what you can tabulate in 
statistics or achieve by decisions. This reality is a living organism, whose life cycles 
derives from Christ himself.”  Pope Benedict XVI, “God and the World.”  

 

Notable Catholic of the Month: Nicolaus Copernicus   

Nicolaus Copernicus (the Latinized version of the Polish name Mikolaj 
Kopernik) (February 19, 1473 to May 24, 1543) Copernicus was a Polish 

astronomer whose heliocentric theory helped set in motion the Scientific 
Revolution from which modern science was born. Copernicus was born in 
and lived most of his life in the Kingdom of Poland. When his father died 

around 1483, Copernicus’s uncle, Lucas Watzenrode, a Catholic bishop, 
took responsibility for his upbringing and education. Copernicus studied at 
the University of Kraków and then travelled to Italy to study canon law at 

the University of Bologna and medicine at the University of Padua. Through all this time 
he was also studying and thinking about astronomy. Upon his return to Poland, 
Copernicus served as secretary and physician to his uncle, who also obtained a position 
for him as canon of Frombork (or Frauenberg) Cathedral. When his uncle died, 
Copernicus took up his duties as cathedral canon and remained in Frombork for most of 

the rest of his life. Though an official of the Church, it is doubtful whether Copernicus 
was ever ordained to the priesthood.  He worked on his heliocentric theory of astronomy 
for many years, and rumors of his ideas circulated around Europe, arousing widespread 

interest, including that of Pope Clement VII and several cardinals, who attended a series 
of lectures on the theory in 1533. In 1536, Cardinal Nikolaus von Schönberg urged 
Copernicus to “communicate this discovery of yours to scholars.” However, Copernicus 

was reluctant to publish his theory for fear of ridicule or opposition. Nevertheless, he 
eventually did publish it under the title De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (On the 
Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres). The book appeared in 1543, the year of his 

death, and legend has it that he received a copy on his deathbed.  This is perhaps the 
most important book in the history of science, along with Newton’s Principia. 
Copernicus’s theory was later improved upon by Johannes Kepler (who enormously 

simplified it by introducing elliptical planetary orbits instead of the complicated system of 
cycles and epicycles). Though Copernicus regarded his theory as a description of 
physical reality, many others saw it as merely a mathematical model. So, when Galileo 

began to champion its physical truth in the early 17th century, it provoked heated 
debate. There were scientific, philosophical, and theological arguments against 
heliocentrism and it seemed to fly in the face of common sense and everyday 

experience. The controversy came to a head in 1633, leading to the Church’s 
condemnation of Copernicanism and of books advocating it and the forced recantation 
by Galileo. The debate continued among scientists for several decades after that. It 

required the physics of Newton to give the theory a solid foundation and settle the 
science. Newton’s Principia was published in 1687 and it was this that finally swung 
scientific opinion solidly behind heliocentrism. Direct experimental evidence of the 

earth’s motion came in 1729 with the observation by James Bradley of the “aberration” 
of starlight. The Church’s ban on books that advocated Copernicanism was dropped in 
1758 by Pope Benedict XIV, probably at the suggestion of the Jesuit scientist Rudjer 

Boscović. 
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Wisdom of the Desert Fathers:  

Abbot Pastor said, “The virtue of a monk is made manifest by temptations.” 

 

Catechist in the Spotlight: John Moloko 

John Moloko has been a 3rd grade catechist at St. William of York 
for 9 years!  He started teaching 3rd grade Religious Education 
when he was stationed in Okinawa, Japan.  He began teaching 
here because he was asked by Deacon Benisek and he continues 
because he believes it to be a good way to shape young minds in 
the learning and loving of their Faith.  He wants to make it a 
lifelong endeavor and not a box that gets checked.  

Mr. Moloko's favorite part of teaching is throwing Hershey Kisses 
to his students when they get a question correct.  He understands 
that his job is very important and has eternal rewards, as one of 
his favorite saints, St. Dominic Savio is quoted as saying "Nothing 

seems tiresome or painful when you are working for a master who pays well". 

Another of his favorite saints is St. Josemaria Escriva. He gives us an example of how 
we should sanctify God in our work and everything we do and also that we are 
universally called to holiness.   

Administrative Notes: 

APRIL CLASSES  (the year is winding down – only 5 classes remain before we are 

out for summer break!) 

• SUNDAY:  3, 10, 24 class IS in session; APRIL 17 - NO CLASS - EASTER  
SUNDAY!  ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA! 

 

• WEDNESDAY:  6, 20, 27 class IS in session; APRIL 13 - NO CLASS - Holy 

Week 

 

DRESS CODE 

With warmer weather imminent, please review the dress code with your child and 
ensure that they are following the expectations set forth by our bishop.  Attire should 
be modest and not distracting to the catechist or fellow students.  The dress code as 
stated in Chapter 9, Safe Environment Policies, of the Diocesan Office of Faith 
Formation Policies and Guidelines is listed for your reference below (updated 
February 4, 2022): 
 

B. Dress Code for Minors  

Clothing must always be in keeping with modesty and Christian values:  

• Underwear is meant to be kept under clothes and generally not to be seen. 

• The three Bs must be remain covered at all times (breast, belly, bottom). 

Swimwear should be modest (e.g., a one-piece or tankini for girls, trunks or jammers 
for boys). 

• Shorts and skirts must be no more than 3” above the knee. 

• Tank tops (or tops without sleeves) and skin-tight clothing (including leggings that 

are not worn under a dress or long shirt) are not allowed. 

• Clothing must be free from inappropriate language or designs, including that 

which is profane; images that depict, advertise or advocate illegal, violent or lewd 
conduct; or the unlawful possession of use of weapons, drugs, drug paraphernalia, 
alcohol, tobacco, marijuana or other controlled substances; or is discriminatory or 
derogatory about the body, or promotes teachings contrary to the Catholic Church. 

• Clothing and/or head coverings must be free from gang-related or associated 

symbols, or other words or drawings that could pose a reasonable threat to the health 
or safety of others is not allowed. 

• Sleepwear is to be appropriate and limited to designated sleep times and areas 

(e.g., overnight retreats). 

 

 

 

 

reoffice@swoycc.org 

540-659-5705 



Administrative Notes (Con’t): 

REGISTRATION 2022-2023 COMING SOON! 

Registration for current families will begin in May.  Watch for an email and/or memo 
in the backpack.  Open registration for all parishioners will begin June 1st, so regis-
ter early to be guaranteed your desired time session.   
 

Tuition payment is expected at the time of registration and is as follows for students 
who are on track in Sunday classes:  ONE child = $80; TWO children = $145; 
THREE or more children = $200. 
 

Students who are out of cycle will have an additional book fee for their Wednesday 
sacramental prep class. 
 

My Catholic Faith Delivered online program will be available for all grade levels ex-
cept 2nd, 7th and 8th.  All students in sacramental preparation classes are expected 
to attend in-person classes. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

If you are interested in volunteering as a catechist or assistant for 2022-2023, please 
contact the office to find out what the next step is.  There is a tuition reduction for 
parents of students in our program who serve in this capacity.  If you cannot make a 
commitment to volunteer weekly, we are also in dire need of parents who can be 
substitutes on an occasional basis.  Please prayerfully consider joining this ministry. 
 
 

APRIL 10th - PALM SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE CHANGE & DISMISSAL CON-

CERNS 

Due to the anticipated crowds (which impacts both parking and seating in the 
church) at Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday Masses, the MASS SCHEDULE for 
these two days is as follows:  7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM and 1:00 PM.  In addition 
to the extra vehicles in the parking lot for Mass, there is also a RED CROSS BLOOD 
DRIVE on site in the parish center on Palm Sunday.  There are concerns for safe 
pickup after both of the morning sessions, and we are currently looking at options to 
ensure that we can facilitate a coordinated dismissal that will get everyone out quick-
ly and safely without leading anyone into the near occasion of sin!   Be on the look-
out for an email or memo with any changes in dismissal protocol for Palm Sunday. 
 

 

APRIL 15th - LIVING STATIONS OF THE CROSS – GOOD FRIDAY, 7:30 PM in 

the parish center  If you can only take your child to the Stations one time this Lent, 

come on Good Friday as the high school youth of our parish will present a live dram-

atization of the 14 Stations of the Cross – the last hours of Jesus’ life on earth.  You 

will be amazed as you experience the intensity of what it might have been like to 

“Walk the Way” with Jesus! 
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